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OBSERVATION LOG
How many can you find? Tally the number of sightings you have in each 
of these categories. 

PUBLIC ACCESS 101: DOWNTOWN L.A.
FIELD NOTEBOOK

L.A. RIVER RAMBLE
Hone your river-scouting skills during this activity-filled hike to America's 
most famous forgotten river. Participants will journey through the riparian 
corridor of art, industry, and infrastructure to explore the past and future of 
the L.A. River in Downtown and its place in the megalopolis’ watershed.

Trailhead located at The Geffen Contemporary at MOCA 

A beautiful river [in] a spacious valley with 
cottonwoods.

The city's greatest attraction.

A [potential] commuter expressway and truck 
thoroughfare.

The welcome mat home to the Eastside.

The river we built.

A way to unify the city.

Not a sewer!

The Rodney Dangerfield of waterways.

The city's sole source of water for more than a 
century.

The soul of the City.

A source of habitat restoration, recharged 
aquifers, enlightened urban development, job 
creation, and civic pride. 

A. City of L.A. Master  
      Plan 

B. State Assemblyman   
     Richard Katz

C. Father Juan Crespí

D. William Mulholland

E. Friends of the LA            
     River

F.  Huell Howser

G. U.S. Army Corps of  
     Engineers 

H. Mayor Antonio
      Villaraigosa

I. Blake Gumprecht

J.  James Rojas

K. NPR
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Match these definitions of the L.A. River to their sources.

WHAT IS THE L.A. RIVER?
Define the L.A. River in your own words.

Observer Name(s)

No-Trespassing Signs

Views of the River

Historic Bridges

Railroad Tracks

Filming Locations

Storm Sewers

C, D, B, J, G, H, F, K, I, A, E 
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